
 
September 2022

Mike’s Musings
My, my, how time flies! It seems only yesterday
that Karen and I joined your family; and 
suddenly a year has gone by! We want to 
thank you for the surprise celebration for our 
first year together.

In his letter to the Romans, the Apostle Paul 
spoke of the body of Christ (aka, the Church) 
as having many members, and each member 
having gifts that complemented everyone 
else’s gifts. But at the end of Chapter 12, he 
gives instructions as to what is expected of 
members. The NRSV translates one particular 
phrase this way: “outdo one another in 
showing honor.” Very interesting!

Talking with one member this past Sunday, we 
discussed our fascination with practical jokes. 
We shared a few of our more “meaningful” 
activities. And as we continued, we kept trying 
to follow up the previous story with an even 
more elaborate one. Although I love practical 
jokes, I must extend some word of caution in 
how they are done. Humor is a wonderful 
expression and laughter has healing power. But
when done in the wrong way, it can have 
devastating effects on the personal object of 
the joke.

With that said, I think this is similar to what 
Paul is saying in his Roman letter about 
showing honor to one another. The biggest 
difference between the two is that of the 
person being prioritized. Being a part of the 
body of Christ, we are called to edify, or build 
up, each other. By doing so, we exemplify the 
servant within us toward one another, placing 
each other before ourselves. (If this sounds a 
little familiar, I seem to recall Jesus saying the 
second greatest commandment was to love 
our neighbor as ourselves.) To outdo one 
another means to place more importance on 
someone else rather than our own self.

I truly felt the honor you gave me and Karen 
on the anniversary of our first year here at 
FCC. And following Paul’s exhortation here, I 
honor you for your love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control.

Tag…You’re it!

Blessings!

            Mike



Behind the Scenes...

It has been a busy month with many meetings. 
Faith in Action is gearing up for it's big fundraising 
event next month, the annual Habitat for 
Humanity Pumpkin Patch. We will be unloading a 
tractor trailer of pumpkins on September 25 at 
2PM. Volunteers are needed!! Please contact Anita 
Foley or Jeanette Phariss for more information.

Karen Townsend has been out meeting with our 
local outreach partners learning about the 
programs they offer and how we can help them 
achieve their mission. Her first visit was to SOS 
Ministries (Save our Streets). It was exciting to 
meet J.J. Ramirez, hear his story and vision on 
Rescue, Restore and Release. He is helping families 
overcome poverty, violence, drugs, and gang 
affiliation. By working with these families he is able 
to help break the cycle and give them hope of a 
future ahead with God in their lives. Bible Study, 
education, job training and a school for their 
children is just a few programs that are offered at 
SOS.

Last Thursday Karen and Michael met Chaplin 
Earnest ("Uppy") Upchurch at the Bryan Fire 
Dept. He told us about many volunteer 
opportunities and how we can help support our 
local firefighters. We will be sharing this 
information with you very soon. We are also setting
up a schedule to go meet the firefighters at their 
fire stations. Please let Karen Townsend know if 
you are interested in going on one of these visits.

Mike and Karen were given passes to the Bryan 
High School first game 
of the season this past 
Friday. It was an 
exciting night as the 
band played, squads 
were introduced and as 
they brought home the 
first win of the season. 

A few of our members
helped support our
teachers at Stephen F
Austin Middle School.
We surprised them with
school supplies and
bags of Chex Mix.  

We met with the 
Principal, Mrs. G (as
she is called) and 
placed snack items 
in each staff 
members box. 

Thank you to everyone
who helped bring in
supplies making our
teachers lives a bit easier
this year. 

Please continue to pray for them and the students. 
We will be sending personal messages and "Feelie 
Hearts" later this year. If you would like to make 
our "Feelie Heart" prayer messages please contact 
Karen Townsend to get your supply kit.

SAVE THE DATE
We are gearing up for a LARGE Community Service
Event that is being planned for Saturday, 
November 12, 2022. We will host the event, 
inviting our outreach ministries and agencies in the
area to set up information booths in our park and 
around our church grounds. The goal is to share 
information with our community about what 
services are offered and how we can help serve the
community through volunteering and resources. 
We will be needing help hosting, sharing our 
church information with others, set up and tear 
down. This will be all hands on deck. Time is still 
being determined. More information will be coming
in this month.

Karen Townsend



Fall Preaching Schedule

September 11 - “Flood and Promise”
    Genesis 6:5-22; 8:6-12; 9:8-17

September 18 - Bob Richards preaching

September 25 - “Joseph in Prison”
    Genesis 39:1-23

October 2 – World Communion Sunday
       “Rescue at Sea” 
       Exodus 14:5-7, 10-14, 21-29

October 9 - “Covenant and Commandments”   
       Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17

October 16 “Joshua Renews the Covenant”
        Joshua 24:1-26

October 23 - “David and Bathsheba”
2 Samuel 11:1-5, 26-27, 12:1-9 
Psalm 51:1-9

October 30 - “Solomon’s Wisdom”
1 Kings 3:4-28

November 6 – All Saints Sunday
 “Elisha Heals Naaman”
  2 Kings 5:1-15a

November 13 – “Micah”
   Micah 1:3-5; 5:2-5a; 6:6-8

November 20 – Thanksgiving Sunday
   “Swords into Plowshares”

            Isaiah 36:1-3, 13-20; 37:1-7; 2:1-4
_____________________________________________________

September Elders Meeting
There will be a Zoom Elders meeting on September
11, at 6:00pm. Please look for your invitation in 
your email in-box soon.

Come to Choir!
Choir practice is Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm – 
come join us! 

___________________________________________________

Disciples Women/CWF 
The first meeting of the 2022-2023 year will be
on September at 9:230am. The study this year 
is based on Max Lucado’s book about ten 
women of the Bible. 

_________________________________________________

Disciples Men/CMF
Continue to meet each Saturday at 9:00am.

_______________________________________________________

September Board Meeting
Sunday, September 18, immediately following 
worship. A light lunch will be provided.



Kraft Korner will meet on September 
15th, from 10am-1pm in our Education Room. 
We meet the third Thursday of each month in the 
Sunday School Room from 10AM to 12. If you have
ideas of crafts we can make for our community 
please come share with us. Our group is VERY laid 
back and we work on our crafts while visiting with 
one another. So if you need to come late or leave 
early, no problem! If the daytime hours are not 
good for you, let me know so we can find a time 
that works for you so everyone can participate.
Items we can use: Bags of Fiber Fill and 
embroidery needles (for our feelie hearts). Let us 
know if you would like to help with this project as 
we can make you kits to take home with you.

Karen Townsend

_________________________________________________

News & People Updates
Please see the most recent Visitor or News from 
the Pews emails, or your church text group for the 
most current updates and additional news.


Please let us know of any concerns, news, or

updates that should go in the newsletter!

With the church office open limited hours, we may
not get the information we need in a timely

manner. If you have good news, interesting news,
or just any news that the congregation would like

to know, please email it to the church at:

firstchristianbcs@gmail.com

_____________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Worship Services

In person and live streamed,
Sundays at 10:45am:

Our Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/
BryanCollegeStationDisciples/

mailto:firstchristianbcs@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/BryanCollegeStationDisciples/
https://www.facebook.com/BryanCollegeStationDisciples/


COVID and the Church: 
Update for September
We continue to follow CDC, and local Health 
Department guidance, in order to keep everyone 
attending our services as safe as possible. 

After a short time at Medium level, community 
levels of Covid-19 are once again high in Brazos 
County. It is recommended to wear a mask indoors
in public. People may choose to wear masks at any
time. People with symptoms, a positive test, or 
exposure to Covid-19 should wear a mask.

Individuals who have not received a Covid-19 
vaccination are strongly encouraged to wear 
masks within church buildings, and during the 
entire church service. We can provide masks if 
you do not have one.

__________________________________________________

October Newsletter Deadline!
The October monthly
Newsletter will be
published September 27,
2022. Articles will be due
by September 26.

We hope this monthly
newsletter will include arti-
cles on people, ministries
and reports as well as our calendar for 
September. Pictures are also much appreciated!  
Please submit your articles to:  
firstchristianbcs@gmail.com

Prayer Concerns
While we believe everyone needs prayer, those 
named on our list have specific and ongoing 
needs:

Diane Andrews (friend of Cheryl Aufderheide)             

John Atterbury
Julie (Atterbury) Porter
Teddy Atterbury (great-grandson of John Atterbury)
Jill Baker (Rozan Coody’s niece)
Rose Bowden (sister of Diane Weber)
Family of Irma Bozardt
Gwen Bray        
Nancy Deu Pree (Bob Richards’ cousin)
Dennis & Pat Henry Dugas (Friend of Mary & Cheryl)
Family of Jo Jo Evans (Stacy Atterbury’s Mother)
Ashley Forster (Bob Richards’ daughter)
Devin Forster (Bob Richards’ grandson)
Malcolm Foster (Rozan Coody’s brother)
Family of Billie Green
Charlie Green (Larry Green’s father)
Verla Green (Jackie Green’s mother-in-law)
Terry & Eva Hart
Leatha Jeffrey (Calvin Jeffrey’s mother)            
Alexander Lam (Bob Richards’ stepson)
Family of Liz McGee
Cody McKean
Caton Milstead (Karen Smith’s nephew)
Roger & Emily Nichols (friends of Mary Richards)      
Delores Shaw (Mary Richards’ aunt)
Brad Slocum (Stacy Atterbury’s brother)
Family of Mark Stadelman
Richard Stadelmann
Elizabeth Weber
Reba Wood

Shut-ins:
Jackie Kranz
Bob McGee
Nancy Wright

mailto:firstchristianbcs@gmail.com


Church Calendar: 
September 2022

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3
Disciples Men / 
CMF, 9:00am

4
Worship, 10:45am,
in person & live-
streamed

“New Life”

Ruth 4:1-22 

Mary Richards
Ron Graves

5
News from the 
Pews Due

6
10:30 am Worship 
Planning Mtg

Anniversary: 
Cheryl & Karl 
Aufderheide

House Church, 
5:30pm

7
Disciples Women / 
CWF, 9:30am

Choir practice, 
6:30pm

8

Anita Foley

9 10
Disciples Men / 
CMF, 9:00am

11
Worship, 10:45am,
in person & live-
streamed

“Flood and 
Promise”     
Genesis 6:5-22; 
8:6-12; 9:8-17

Deacon in-service 
following worship

Elders Zoom 
Meeting, 6:00pm

12
News from the 
Pews Due

Julie Atterbury 
Porter

13
10:30 am Worship 
Planning Mtg

House Church, 
5:30pm

14

Choir practice, 
6:30pm

Melissa Tedrick
Saphira Sysak

15

Kraft Korner, 
10:00am

16 17
Disciples Men / 
CMF, 9:00am

18
Worship, 10:45am,
in person & live-
streamed

Bob Richards 
preaching

Board Meeting 
following worship

Mary Anne 
Culpepper

19
News from the 
Pews Due

20

10:30 am Worship 
Planning Mtg

House Church, 
5:30pm

21
Choir practice, 
6:30pm

Rozan Coody

Anniversary: Karen
& Michael 
Townsend

22 23

Karen 
Aufderheide 
Sysak

24
Disciples Men / 
CMF, 9:00am

25
Worship, 10:45am,
in person & live-
streamed

“Joseph in Prison”
Genesis 39:1-23

26
October 
Newsletter 
Deadline

Jesse Myers

27 28 29 30


