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Mike’s Musings
I was reading a book by the late Ruth Graham 
this week. She discussed Paul’s letter to the 
church at Ephesus, and I was encouraged by 
her thoughts, especially living in the times we 
are today.
Ephesians 2:14 – For he is our peace…

What does that statement mean? How do we 
live in peace when the pressures of living seem
overwhelming? Does it sound to you like a 
simplistic platitude? It is not! It is, in fact, a 
certain truth that has the power to change our 
lives.

First, it means that we can relax in knowing 
that peace does not come from within us—it is
not something that we have to make happen. 
It is a gift from God Himself.

In Ephesians Chapter Two, the apostle Paul is 
writing about the fact that Jesus died for us 
while we were yet sinners, still a mess. We 
were separated from God; and not only from 
God but from each other. Paul uses words and
phrases like aliens, strangers, having no 
hope, and without God. Not a pretty picture. 
Paul actually says we were “dead through our 
trespasses.” A barrier divides, leaving some 
included and some left out. A barrier in a 
relationship brings hurt and woundedness. 
Conflict arises, along with separation, exclusion,

and hopelessness. How many of us live in such
a place, feeling cut off and without much 
hope?

God does not want us to live that way. In fact, 
because of God’s great mercy and love, God 
provided Jesus, and his dying for our sin, as 
the way for our barriers of sin to be broken 
down and for us to be made alive in God’s 
love.

God is the source of true, lasting peace. True 
peace does not come from the absence of 
conflict or stress but from the knowledge in 
the face of conflict and stress that we have 
adequate resources. And in Christ Jesus we 
have all the resources we need: peace, joy, 
strength, wisdom, love, patience, compassion, 
grace, and a whole lot more. They are ours—
yours—for the asking.

Take a moment and ask yourself these 
questions: Am I at peace with God? Have I 
been fighting God? Pushing God away? Have I 
let life keep me away from my relationship 
with God?

May the peace of Christ be with you this day 
and every day!

            Mike



July 24 Choir Anthem
Several people have asked about the words to our 
choir anthem from this Sunday, so we are including
them in the newsletter this month.

Blest Are They
by David Haas, 1985

Blest are they, the poor in spirit
Theirs is the kingdom of God
Blest are they, full of sorrow
They shall be consoled

Rejoice and be glad
Blessed are you; holy are you
Rejoice and be glad
Yours is the Kingdom of God

Blest are they, the lowly ones
They shall inherit the earth
Blest are they, who hunger and thirst
They shall have their fill

Rejoice and be glad
Blessed are you; holy are you
Rejoice and be glad
Yours is the Kingdom of God

Blest are they who show mercy
Mercy shall be theirs
Blest are they, the pure of heart
They shall see God

Rejoice and be glad
Blessed are you; holy are you
Rejoice and be glad
Yours is the Kingdom of God

Blest are they who seek peace
They are the children of God
Blest are they who suffer in faith
The glory of God is theirs

Rejoice and be glad
Blessed are you; holy are you
Rejoice and be glad
Yours is the Kingdom of God

Blest are you who suffer hate
All because of me
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom
Shine for all to see

Rejoice and be glad
Blessed are you; holy are you
Rejoice and be glad
Yours is the Kingdom of God

© 1985 GIA Publications Inc.

___________________________________________________

Summer Preaching Schedule

August 2022:
August 7:  1 Peter 4:1-19
             “Tending the Flock”

4-week Sermon Series: Ruth
August 14: Ruth 1:1-22 
              “Loss and Loyalty”
August 21: Ruth 2:1-23 
               “Gleaning and Hope”
August 28: Ruth 3:1-18 
              “Daring to Act”

September 4 (Labor Sunday): Ruth 4:1-22 
                                      “New Life”



Opportunities to Help Our 
Community...

Unlimited Potential
Unlimited Potential (UP) is a non-profit 
organization which helps children who age out of 
foster care. UP helps them transition to living on 
their own. They are in need of items for these 
young adults. There will be a container in the 
gathering space for the next three Sundays for 
contributions you may wish to make. Their needs 
are: dish soap, laundry detergent, hand soap, glass 
cleaner, all purpose cleaner, disinfectant spray, 
paper towels, rags, candles, toilet cleaners, curtains,
comforters (queen), candle wax, pillows, bleach, 
deodorant, razors, shaving cream, Nair, 
shampoo/conditioner, toilet paper, body wash/bars 
of soap, diapers (all sizes), baby wipes, baby soap, 
and baby lotion. They will also accept gift cards.

Thank you for contributing to this very worthy 
cause.

Salvation Army: Behind the 
Scenes
On July 19th Rev. Mike, Karen Townsend, Anita 
Foley and Anne Parkin took a behind-the-scenes 
tour of the Bryan Salvation Army. Captain Andrea 
showed us around the campus explaining how they
help our community. They offer assistance for full 
rent, help with utilities, a clothing closet that you 
can get up to 10 outfits each season, and a food 
pantry which operates on Wednesdays. They 
receive a
food truck
on Tuesday's
and unload
and prep for
the car pick
up line on
Wednesday.

We have a great opportunity to be a part of this 
community outreach! If you would like to help 
organize food, sort clothing, or help pass out 

groceries in the car line please contact the 
Salvation Army or let us know so we can put you in
touch with them. Financial donations are always 
helpful and you are
welcome to attend their
morning services or
schedule a tour as well. At
Christmas they offer an
Angel tree which allows us
to purchase gifts for
families in the Brazos
Valley. These gifts stay in
our area. You are also
welcome to be a bell ringer
and help collect for those
families in need.

__________________________________________
                                            

UNITED CAMPUS MINISTRIES
As a formal member of United Campus Ministries 
(UCM) of Bryan/College Station/Brenham, we are
allowed three representatives to sit on the board. If
you would like to assist with programming, 
projects, and supporting the college and university 
students in our area by serving on the UCM board,
please contact Mike Townsend at 832-248-4379 
or nucmike@sbcglobal.net for more info.

A sister church, College Station Chinese Bible 
Church, has asked if we are interested in helping 
new arrivals from China understand our dialect a 
little better. It would basically consist of reading 
the Bible to them and with them. No knowledge of
Mandarin or Cantonese is necessary. If you are 
interested in helping, please contact Mike 
Townsend at 832-248-4379 
or nucmike@sbcglobal.net for more info.

mailto:nucmike@sbcglobal.net
mailto:nucmike@sbcglobal.net


Come to Choir!
Choir practice is Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm – 
come join us! 

_______________________________________________________

Kraft Korner will meet on August 18th, 
from 10am-1pm in our Education Room. 
We meet the third Thursday of each month in the 
Sunday School Room from 10AM to 12. If you have
ideas of crafts we can make for our community 
please come share with us. Our group is VERY laid 
back and we work on our crafts while visiting with 
one another. So if you need to come late or leave 
early, no problem! If the daytime hours are not 
good for you, let me know so we can find a time 
that works for you so everyone can participate. 
Items we can use: Bags of Fiber Fill and 
embroidery floss known as DMC floss and 
embroidery needles (for our feelie hearts). Let us 
know if you would like to help with this project as 
we can make you kits to take home with you.
Karen Townsend

_________________________________________________

August Elders Meeting
There will be a Zoom Elders meeting on August 14,
at 6:00pm. Please look for your invitation in your 
email in-box soon.
___________________________________________________

Ice Machine Out of Order
Our kitchen ice maker is currently not working, and
we are waiting for a part to arrive before it can be 
repaired. If you are planning an event at church in 
the next few weeks, you may need to bring a bag 
or two of ice along. 

Disciples Women/CWF 
CWF is on summer break. Meetings will resume
in September.

_______________________________________________________

News & People Updates

Please see the most recent Visitor or News from 
the Pews emails, or your church text group for the 
most current updates and additional news.


Please let us know of any concerns, news, or

updates that should go in the newsletter!

With the church office open limited hours, we may
not get the information we need in a timely

manner. If you have good news, interesting news,
or just any news that the congregation would like

to know, please email it to the church at:

firstchristianbcs@gmail.com
_________________________________________________

Disciples Men/CMF
Continue to meet each Saturday at 9:00am.

mailto:firstchristianbcs@gmail.com


________________________________________________

September Newsletter 
Deadline!
The September monthly
Newsletter will be
published August 30,
2022. Articles will be due
by August 29.

We hope this monthly
newsletter will include arti-
cles on people, ministries
and reports as well as our calendar for 
September. Pictures are also much appreciated!  
Please submit your articles to:  
firstchristianbcs@gmail.com

COVID and the Church: 
Update for August
We continue to follow CDC, and local Health 
Department guidance, in order to keep everyone 
attending our services as safe as possible. 

Community levels of Covid-19 continue to be high 
in Brazos County. People may choose to wear 
masks at any time. People with symptoms, a 
positive test, or exposure to Covid-19 should 
wear a mask.

Individuals who have not received a Covid-19 
vaccination are strongly encouraged to wear 
masks within church buildings, and during the 
entire church service. We can provide masks if 
you do not have one.

__________________________________________

   Worship Services

In person and live streamed,
Sundays at 10:45am:

Our Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/
BryanCollegeStationDisciples/

https://www.facebook.com/BryanCollegeStationDisciples/
https://www.facebook.com/BryanCollegeStationDisciples/
mailto:firstchristianbcs@gmail.com


Prayer Concerns
While we believe everyone needs prayer, those 
named on our list have specific and ongoing 
needs:

Diane Andrews (friend of Cheryl Aufderheide)             

John Atterbury
Julie (Atterbury) Porter
Teddy Atterbury (great-grandson of John Atterbury)
Jill Baker (Rozan Coody’s niece)
Rose Bowden (sister of Diane Weber)
Family of Irma Bozardt
Gwen Bray        
Nancy Deu Pree (Bob Richards’ cousin)
Dennis & Pat Henry Dugas (Friend of Mary & Cheryl)
Family of Jo Jo Evans (Stacy Atterbury’s Mother)
Ashley Forster (Bob Richards’ daughter)
Devin Forster (Bob Richards’ grandson)
Malcolm Foster (Rozan Coody’s brother)
Family of Billie Green
Charlie Green (Larry Green’s father)
Verla Green (Jackie Green’s mother-in-law)
Terry & Eva Hart
Leatha Jeffrey (Calvin Jeffrey’s mother)            
Alexander Lam (Bob Richards’ stepson)
Family of Liz McGee
Cody McKean
Caton Milstead (Karen Smith’s nephew)
Roger & Emily Nichols (friends of Mary Richards)      
Delores Shaw (Mary Richards’ aunt)
Brad Slocum (Stacy Atterbury’s brother)
Family of Mark Stadelman
Richard Stadelmann
Elizabeth Weber
Reba Wood

Shut-ins:
Jackie Kranz
Nancy Wright



Church Calendar: August 2022

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
                        
News from the 
Pews Due

Stacy Atterbury

2
10:30 am Worship 
Planning Mtg

House Church, 
5:30pm

3
Disciples 
Women/CWF is on 
summer break. 
Meetings will resume
in September.

Choir practice, 
6:30pm

4

Anniversary: 
Marge & Arlen 
Crouch

5 6
Disciples Men / 
CMF, 9:00am

John Wright

7
Worship, 10:45am,
in person & live-
streamed

1 Peter 4:1-19
“Tending the 
Flock”

8
News from the 
Pews Due

9
10:30 am Worship 
Planning Mtg

House Church, 
5:30pm

10

Choir practice, 
6:30pm

11 12 13
Disciples Men / 
CMF, 9:00am

14
Worship, 10:45am,
in person & live-
streamed

Ruth 1:1-22 
“Loss and Loyalty”

Daryl Phariss

Elders Zoom 
Meeting, 6:00pm

15
News from the 
Pews Due

16
10:30 am Worship 
Planning Mtg

House Church, 
5:30pm

17

Karl Aufderheide

Choir practice, 
6:30pm

18

Kraft Korner, 
10:00am

19

Anniversary:
Marilyn & Jesse 
Myers

20
Disciples Men / 
CMF, 9:00am

Brittany Hand

Bryan Pittman

21
Worship, 10:45am,
in person & live-
streamed

Ruth 2:1-23
“Gleaning and 
Hope”

         

22
News from the 
Pews Due

23

10:30 am Worship 
Planning Mtg

House Church, 
5:30pm

24

Hunter Graalum

Choir practice, 
6:30pm

25

Carolyn Hoyle

Ray TenEyck

26 27
Disciples Men / 
CMF, 9:00am

Jentsen Norvell

28
Worship, 10:45am,
in person & live-
streamed

Ruth 3:1-18
“Daring to Act”

29
September 
Newsletter 
Deadline

30 31


