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Mike’s Musings
Galatians 2:17-18 – “But if, in our effort to be 
justified in Christ, we ourselves have been found to 
be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly 
not! But if I build up again the very things that I 
once tore down, then I demonstrate that I am a 
transgressor.”

Parts of Paul’s epistles are hard to follow, but do 
not be dismayed. It really isn’t rocket science; the 
only difficulty is that it was written in an ancient 
language.

First off, we must always keep in mind the most 
important and basic truth of Paul’s theology, stated 
in the preceding verse (Galatians 2:16): “…we know 
that a person is justified not by the works of the 
law but through the faith of Jesus Christ. And we 
have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we 
might be justified by the faith of Christ and not by 
doing the works of the law, because no one will be 
justified by the works of the law.”

Now, Paul argues a logical corollary. If we believe in 
salvation through Christ, we cannot also believe in 
salvation through the law.

Thus, we can see what he means in v. 18, “…if I 
build up again the very things that I once tore 
down, then I demonstrate that I am a transgressor 
[or lawbreaker].” What he has torn down is reliance 
on the Law of Moses. Paul has learned that the 

purpose of the Law was not salvation, but to show 
him that he was a sinner and needed Christ. 
(Romans 7:7: “What then are we to say? That the 
law is sin? By no means! Yet, if it had not been for 
the law, I would not have known sin. I would not 
have known what it is to covet if the law had not 
said, ‘You shall not covet.’”) Now, if he goes back 
and “rebuilds” reliance on the Law of Moses, he is 
preferring his old sinfulness to the salvation he has 
found in the gospel. In Christ we are forgiven; 
Christ’s forgiveness cleanses us of sin. So, if we 
then go back to Judaic legalism, an attempt to find 
salvation by works, we are choosing sin over 
salvation!

I hope this helps to explain verse 17. If someone is 
preaching the gospel— the good news of salvation 
in Christ—but is also trying to rely upon the Law of 
Moses, they seem to be saying that salvation in 
Christ comes by compliance with the Law. It would 
be like saying that Christ is the “servant of sin,” i.e. 
a priest of the Law of Moses.

There is an important caveat we must remember. 
The Law itself is good and righteous. In fact, it is 
the basis of Western morality. Paul will state this 
explicitly in later writings. E.g., “…the law is holy, 
and the commandment is holy and just and good” 
(Romans 7:12). We try to follow the Law, especially 
the Ten Commandments, because we love to obey 
God. But we know that we will not be saved by 
following the Law.



I see two other takeaways in these verses, that 
have more practical application to the modern 
Christian:

1. What Christians will I eat with at, say, a 
church dinner? Are we going to eat with our 
friends, or the people who look like us, or 
the people we are most comfortable with? 
Or does it serve Christ better if we sit and 
eat with someone we have little in common 
with? Someone different from us in worldly 
terms, perhaps someone less popular, 
someone much older or younger, more or 
less educated, etc.?

2. We all sin sometimes. We, as representatives 
of Christ, however, cannot sin flagrantly or 
openly, lest we appear to “make Christ a 
servant of sin.” Hypocrisy of the clergy is a 
horrendous obstacle to spreading the 
Gospel, today as always. We tend to judge 
the clergy more leniently, because we see 
them as authority figures. But they (and I) 
really should be judged more strictly, 
because to preach Christ while living a 
worldly or sinful life cannot be tolerated (1 
Corinthians 5:9-13; 1 Timothy 3).

Prayer: All through this day, O Lord, fill me with the 
power of your living Spirit. Let me touch the lives 
of others for good, whether through the words I 
speak, the prayers I speak, or the life I live. Amen.

Blessings!

Pastor Mike

January Sermon Schedule
“Advent/Christmas/Epiphany” Sermon 
Series
January 4 – “Jesus Says Come and See” 

John 1:35-51

“A Journey Through John” Sermon Series

January 11 - “Wedding at Cana” 
 Baptism of the Lord – John 2:1-11

January 18 – “Jesus Cleanses the Temple” 
John 2:13-25

January 25 – “Nicodemus” 
John 3:1-21

OPPORTUNITIES AHEAD

Board Meeting – 
January 11, 
following worship

_________________________________________________

Disciples Women/CWF 
CWF will meet on January 
7 at 9:30am

_______________________________________________________

Disciples Men/CMF
CMF will meet on the third Tuesday of the month 
at 12:30 for lunch, 
location TBA. 
If you currently do not 
receive an email from 
Rev. Mike about this, 
please contact him.



Music Ministry 
PICKERS – Thursdays @ 2:00pm
CHOIR PRACTICE – 10:00am, before church
HANDBELL PRACTICE –Please watch for 
updates.

______________________________________________

Kraft Korner 
The next meeting will be January 
15 at 10:00am

____________________________________________________ 

Feelie Hearts Ministry 
If you would like to help make Feelie hearts for us 
to share with our community see Karen Townsend 
for patterns or kits. Donations are greatly 
appreciated to help us purchase fiber fill (stuffing), 
thread, and special fabrics. Please mark in memo 
"Feelie Hearts". Thank you for supporting this life 
touching ministry.
_______________________________________________________

Sunday Morning Fellowship
Calling all members! The fellowship team could 
really use your help! Each week before church 
service we try to provide coffee and a small snack. 
In order to keep this fellowship time available we 
need people who are willing to set this up and 
clean up after church service. We are happy to help 
assist, however asking  one or two people to take 
care of this every week can become overwhelming. 
Many hands make light work! Please consider 
signing up for a Sunday. Sign up sheet is on the 
glass doors to the Fellowship Hall. You can contact 
Karen Townsend or any of the Fellowship team for 
more information. 

Church,
I want to express how 
thankful I am for your 
generosity this past year. 
Your support, your 
dedication, your gifts, 
your love, have been 

heartfelt, and the experience has been one of 
Divine expression. I pray that this 2026 year 
brings you new experiences of love, joy, peace, 
and especially hope, as together, we navigate 
this world and all its expressions, both good 
and bad.

Blessing!
Pastor Mike

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
To our church friends – 
Thank you so much for the 
very generous 
Christmas/New Years gift 
you gave us. 

It has been a very difficult two years of medical 
adventures for the two of us, so we haven’t 
been able to devote all the attention to the 
church musical program that we should have. 
The coming year, we should be able to heal 
and return to our usual efforts and 
accomplishments. The process so far has been 
slow, but reasonably steady.
Again, thank you all for your support, patience 
and generosity. 

Karl and Cheryl Aufderheide

* * * * * * * * * * *
Grateful thanks to my 
church family for the 
generous gift, and your 
expressions of love and 
support. I keep saying that I 
feel as if you deserve a 

more efficient secretary! I appreciate you all, 
and will continue to do the best I can for you. 
               Thank you and bless you, 

Mary R.



February Newsletter Deadline!
We would like to publish the January monthly 
Newsletter on Jan 27. Please submit any articles 
or calendar items by Jan. 26.
 Please submit your articles to:  
firstchristianbcs@gmail.com
___________________________________________________

COVID and the Church: 

Update for January:
We continue to follow CDC, and local Health 

Department guidance, in order to keep everyone 

attending our services as safe as possible. 

People may choose to mask at any time. People 
with symptoms, a positive test, or exposure to 
someone with COVID-19 should wear a high-
quality mask or respirator when indoors in public.

Please take care of yourself, and be considerate of 
others.

Prayer Concerns
While we believe everyone needs prayer, those 
named on our list have specific and ongoing 
needs:

Diane Andrews 
Cheryl & Karl Aufderheide
Kay & John Benes
Rose Bowden        
John Delaney
Bill Dixon
Terry & Eva Hart
Caroline Jeffrey
Laura Johnson
Mike Johnson
Shorty Kindt 
Jeanene Kindt 
Jackie Kranz 
Bob McGee
Caton Milstead
Roger & Emily Nichols 
Linda Kay Rector 
Brad Slocum
Annette & Richard Stadelmann
Ashley Weber
Elizabeth Weber
Reba Wood
John Wright
Dale Young
Jane Young

(If you would like yours or a loved one’s name added 
to, or removed from, this list, please let us know.)

Worship Services
In person and live streamed,

Sundays at 10:45am:

Our Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/

BryanCollegeStationDisciples/

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/masks.html
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BryanCollegeStationDisciples/


Church Calendar: January 2026

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
New Year’s 
Day

2 3

4
Sunday school, 
9:30am
Choir practice, 
10:00am

Worship, 10:45am,
in person & live-
streamed

Elders Meeting 
following worship

5
News from the 
Pews due

6

10:30 am Worship 
Planning Mtg

House Church, 
6:00pm

7
Disciples 
Women/CWF –- 
9:30am

8

Pickers, 2:00pm

9 10

Michael T.

11 
Sunday school, 
9:30am
Choir practice, 
10:00am

Worship, 10:45am,
in person & live-
streamed

Board Meeting 
following worship

Marge C.

12
News from the 
Pews due

13
10:30 am Worship 
Planning Mtg

 

House Church, 
6:00pm

Jayce P.

14

Bob R.

15
Kraft Korner, 
10:00am

Pickers,  2:00pm

16 17

18
Sunday school, 
9:30am
Choir practice, 
10:00am

Worship, 10:45am,
in person & live-
streamed

19
Martin 
Luther King 
Jr. Day

News from the 
Pews due

Avery D.

20
10:30 am Worship 
Planning Mtg

Disciples 
Men/CMF, 
12:30pm

House Church, 
6:00pm

21 22

Pickers,  2:00pm

23 24

Jonathan G.

25 
Sunday school, 
9:30am
Choir practice, 
10:00am

Worship, 10:45am,
in person & live-
streamed

Bob M.
Anne P.

26
February 
Newsletter 
Deadline

27
Holocaust 
Remembrance 
Day

10:30 am Worship 
Planning Mtg

House Church, 
6:00pm

28 29

Pickers,  2:00pm

Melvin W.

30 31


